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AWARDS CONCEPTS 
 
The Urban League of Northwest Indiana’s leadership Awards are presented to outstanding individuals, 
businesses and organizations that embrace and effectively promote activities that identify opportunities that 
promote empowerment, remove barriers and engage (diverse) communities. 

 
Empowerment:  
Empowerment is a key concept recognizing the power imbalances that exist in all societies and the systemic 
barriers that certain groups face that limit their access to opportunities. To be empowered means to build 
capacity to exercise control over life and circumstance. It allows one to make decisions, access resources, and 
engage in activities that improve their well-being. It is about understanding each other and moving beyond 
simple tolerance.  
 

Opportunity: 
An opportunity is a chance to engage in activities that benefit members of our society while creating lasting 
social impact. These activities improve quality of life and well-being by expanding access to resources, 
encouraging participation and/or developing positive relationships. In turn, they help individuals strengthen 
their financial standing, build sustainable lives, contribute to the well-being of others, and develop a sense of 
belonging and connection. 
 

Barriers: 
Barriers are the conditions within a society that restrict certain individuals or groups from accessing resources, 
fully engaging with others, and achieving their potential. These conditions are embedded in the social structures, 
policies, and institutions that create disadvantages for certain groups and individuals. Removing such conditions 
is crucial for creating opportunity and empowerment. 
 

2026 AWARD CATEGORIES  
 

1. Community Award 
Presented to an individual, organization, or group that supports 
community-based activities and services that foster 
opportunities and empower citizens.  

 

2. Leadership Award 
Presented to an individual, group, or organization that 
demonstrates exceptional courage, service, innovation and makes a positive impact by identifying 
opportunities, removing barriers and driving meaningful change.  

 

3. Youth Award 
Recognizes an organization or group that empowers young people to unleash their potential in achieving 
personal goals while demonstrating a strong commitment to community service, civic engagement, the 
arts and positive change. 

 
4. Lifetime Achievement Award 

Recognizes one individual or organization for outstanding contributions, vision, dedication and lifelong 
commitment to advance empowerment in northwest Indiana. 

  

Nomination Categories 
Please check one category 
 

COMMUNITY AWARD   
LEADERSHIP AWARD   
YOUTH AWARD    
LIFETIME ACHIEVEMENT   
 

APPLICATIONS ARE DUE ON OR 
BEFORE SEPT. 25, 2026 
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A. AWARD DECISION PROCESS 
 

All Leadership Award nominations are reviewed by an independent Review Committee comprised of 
professionals from varying backgrounds throughout our communities. The Review Committee identifies 
and selects organizations that reflect best practices in creating opportunities for empowerment at all levels 
of society.   

 

B. AWARD CEREMONY RECEPTION 
 

The 2026 Leadership Awards recipients will be announced and presented with their awards at the annual 
Leadership Awards Luncheon. The Luncheon will be held on Thursday, November 19, 2026 at 11:30 am 
at Hard Rock Casino in Gary, Indiana.  To purchase a table for your organization or individual seats for 
the Luncheon, please visit Northwest Indiana Urban League website at www.ulofnwi.org or call the office 
at 219-887-9621. 

 

C. NOMINATION INSTRUCTIONS 
 

The application, hard copy or digital, should be submitted to the Urban League office by Friday, 
September 25, 2026, at 12 noon. Hard copies of submittals should be addressed and delivered to:  

 

Urban League of Northwest Indiana 
c/o Leadership Awards Review Committee 
3101 Broadway 
Gary, IN 46409 

 

For digital copy of the application, please submit your application to: weinclude@ulofnwi.org  
 

The checklist below is provided to facilitate packet completion. 

  Nomination Application Form     Nominee Award Category Questions 

  Nominator Agreement Signature Form    1 original and 1 digital copy 

  A 90 second video on DVD or USB Drive   

 

Video Specifications: 
  

 The videos may include:  Testimonials from individuals impacted by the organization’s initiatives, 
information about the organization, or someone providing brief answers to the category questions.  
Please feel free to be creative. 

 
Any Applicant that is not selected for an award will be encouraged to seek advisement from the Review 
Committee Chairperson to make modifications or revisions to the nomination application and to reapply the 
following year. 
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NOMINATION INFORMATION FORM 
 

Please check which Award Category you are submitting 
application for:     

 

 

 

 

NOMINEE INFORMATION 

Organization/Business/Group Name: _______________________________________________ 

Name of Executive Director ____________________________________________________ 

Contact Person’s work phone: _________________ Cell phone: _________________________ 

Contact Person’s Email: __________________________________________________________ 

Business Street Address, City, State & Zip: __________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

Website Address: _____________________   Years of Existence: _________________________ 

Number of Employees: ___________________________________________________________ 

 

NOMINATOR INFORMATION 

Your Name: _____________________________________________________ 

Relationship to Nominee: ________________________________________________________ 

Your Position/Title: _____________________________________________________________ 

Your work phone: ___________________ Your cell phone:  ____________________________ 

Your Email: _________________________________________________________ 

Does the Nominee know you have submitted this application?   Yes ___   No ____ 

Date Submitted: __________________ 

Additional information as if required to support the Nomination. 

Nomination Categories 
Please check the category 
 

COMMUNITY AWARD   
LEADERSHIP AWARD   
YOUTH AWARD    
LIFETIME ACHIEVEMENT   
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NOMINEE AWARD CATEGORY CRITERIA 
 

Please provide a concise (no more than one (1) typed page) organization profile and history and 
overview explaining when the organization began, the organization’s purpose and its vision/mission. 
 
Answer questions with no more than two (2) typed pages for each Award Category for which an 
organization or individual is nominated.  Please also note, due to current national events, the Urban League 
is in the process of updating the criteria for all awards categories. A final version of criteria will be issued 
shortly.   
 
Community Award  

 Please describe the specific initiatives that the individual or organization has created or 
implemented to engage diverse citizens, promote empowerment, foster opportunities and remove 
barriers. 

 Please provide 1-3 brief examples of individuals or communities that experienced positive and 
meaningful change as a result of activities or programs that the organization implemented.  

 Please describe how the organization goes above and beyond the mission or purpose of its services 
to make an impact in the areas of fostering empowerment, creating opportunities and removing 
barriers. 
 

Leadership Award  
 Please describe how the individual or organization promotes the creation of leadership for 

opportunity and development to empower growth and leadership. 
 Please provide specific examples of how the organization’s efforts have influenced expanding 

empowerment, creating opportunities, removing barriers and driving change. 
 Please describe how the organization goes above and beyond the mission or purpose of its services 

to make an impact in the areas of empowerment and opportunity. 
 

Youth Award 
 Please describe specific initiatives or program that the organization has implemented to involve 

youths in activities which create opportunities for engagement. 
 Please explain the goals of the program and the outcome expected. 
 Please provide 1-3 brief examples of activities or programs that has created positive and meaningful 

impact on the youths to achieve their goals.  
 Please describe how the organization goes above and beyond the mission or purpose of its services 

to demonstrating a strong commitment to community service, civic engagement, the arts, and positive 
change. 
 

Lifetime Achievement Award 
 Submit a 2–3-page typed letter of recommendation indicating the reason this person should be 

considered for this award. The evaluation of a nominee is based on their lifelong service and impact 
to advance empowerment, create opportunity and remove barriers in our community.  
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NOMINATOR AGREEMENT AND SIGNATURE FORM 
 

By submitting this Application, I affirm that the facts set forth in it are true and complete.  I understand any 
false statements, omissions, or other misrepresentations made by me on this Application may result in the 
immediate dismissal of this Application. 

 
Your Name (printed):__________________________________________________________ 

 
 
Name of Organization: ________________________________________________________ 
 

 

Date Submitted:  _____________________________________________________________ 

 
Select Award Category:   
 
Community: _________    Leadership _________ 
 
 
Youth: _________   Lifetime Achievement _________  
 
 

Signature:  _________________________________________________________________ 

 

Are you the Executive Director   Yes ________ No __________ 

 

If not, is the Executive Director aware of this submission?  Yes_______   No __________ 

 
 
 
Thank you for completing this nomination application form. 

 
 
 
RECEIVED BY: _______________________________________________________________ 
 
 
DATE RECEIVED BY ULNWI: ___________________________________________________ 
 
 


