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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 

Urban League of Northwest Indiana Announces 2026 Leadership Annual Leadership 
Awards Luncheon 

Gary, IN – The Urban League of Northwest Indiana will host its 2026 Leadership Awards 
Luncheon on Thursday, November 19, 2026. Centered on the theme, “Encompassing 
Leadership through Collaborations – Making the Connection,” the event will convene business 
executives, human resource professionals, educators, nonprofit leaders, and civic partners from 
Lake, Porter, and LaPorte counties and recognize individuals and organizations in the areas of 
community and leadership. 

The Annual Leadership Awards Luncheon, taking place from 11:30 a.m. to 1:30 p.m. at Hard 
Rock Casino in Gary, Indiana, will celebrate businesses, individuals, and organizations that 
exemplify outstanding leadership across the community and workforce. Nomination applications 
are available on the Urban League website at www.ulofnwi.org  

“In today's cynical world, true leaders are called to build on the cornerstones of truth, justice, 
and vision. It requires intentional collaboration,” said Dr. Vanessa Allen McCloud, President and 
CEO of the Urban League of Northwest Indiana. “Our 2026 Leadership Awards Luncheon 
designed to recognize and award leaders from business, education, government, and nonprofit 
that continue to provide leadership with Northwest Indiana.” 

“Strong communities are built when leaders work together with shared purpose,” added R. Louie 
Gonzalez, Board Chair of the Urban League of Northwest Indiana. “The event provides a 
platform to celebrate excellence and inspire innovation in and around Northwest Indiana.” 

Business and community leaders are encouraged to register early and explore sponsorship 
opportunities that demonstrate their commitment to collaborative leadership and equitable 
economic growth throughout the region. 

Registration and sponsorship information is available at www.ulofnwi.org. For additional 
information, call the office at 219-887-9621 and/or contact Deborah Black at 
dblack@ulofnwi.org. 

About the Urban League of Northwest Indiana: 

The Urban League of Northwest Indiana is the premier agency that supports and promotes 
community collaborations towards the improvement, capacity building, and awareness of 
services in areas of education, financial stability, health/wellness, civic/civil leadership, and 
leadership throughout Lake, Porter, and LaPorte counties which would encourage and advance 
a better quality of life. Visit www.urbanleagueofnwi.org for more information. 
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