David Jonathan Lewis – Merrillville High School Graduate

An example of student success can be found with our 2015 Urban
League Scholarship Recipient – David Lewis.
Urban League of Northwest Indiana Community engagement
is the lesson plan for David Lewis and he has taken his plan to
Indianapolis. Originally a Merrillville High school graduate, Lewis
says being the oldest of four boys helped him learn to look for the
humanity in others. “I’m truly passionate about bringing like-minded individuals together to
change this world,” Lewis says. “This world should be a haven for everyone, regardless of their
differences.” Throughout high school, David used this passion to work in his family business,
Sons of David, to provide housing for low-income or middle class residents of Northwest
Indiana.
With a 2015 scholarship from the Urban League of Northwest Indiana, Lewis’ passion
for community prompted him to travel to Indianapolis to pursue his degree in public affairs at the
Indiana University School of Public & Environmental Affairs (SPEA). “I was searching for a
program that would give me a taste of not only the policy process, but also the interaction of
individuals with nonprofits and businesses,” he says. His academic plan allowed him to maintain
the best of both worlds. During his time at IUPUI, Lewis served as an intern at the Indiana
Statehouse. He worked with lobbyists advocating for widespread implementation of electric and
utility services throughout Indiana.
Learning about the legislation process firsthand reaffirmed David’s interest in legislative
reform and public service. “Many of my courses in SPEA stressed the importance of civic
engagement in the context of public policy and public service,” Lewis said, “Whether I was in a
community discussion about immigration rights or learning about Indiana’s redistricting process,
the experiences showed me the importance of being involved in a community.”
Next fall, Lewis plans to continue his education by pursuing a legal degree. “My next challenge
is to use my legal analysis skills to push for social change in various communities,” David
remarks. “Whether those communities include academic institutions, religious groups, or
nonprofit organizations, I plan to take my experience to the next level.”

