
AS THE APPLICANT 

IT IS YOUR RESPONSIBILITY: 

To make sure that the application is com-

plete and meets the deadline. Failure to do 

so will disallow consideration of your appli-

cation. 

 

Please review your application with  

your high school counselor for accuracy. 

  

Completed information is to be delivered 

or mailed to:  

Urban League of Northwest Indiana, Inc. 

3101 Broadway 

Gary, IN 46409 

 

The application is to be sealed in an enve-

lope that clearly states on the front: 

DR. BERNARD C. WATSON 

SCHOLARSHIP APPLICATION 

Dr. Bernard C. Watson 

Scholarship Application 

RESPONSIBILITY 

Administered by: 

The Urban League of NWI Inc. 

Dr. Vanessa Allen 

President & CEO 

3101 Broadway 

Gary, IN 46409 

(219) 887-9621-P 

(219) 884-4519-F 

www.ulofnwi.org 

info@urbanleagueofnwi.org 

Bernard C. Watson, Ph.D. 

 Dr. Bernard C. Watson was born in Gary, Indiana 

and attended Theodore Roosevelt High School from first 

grade through twelfth grade. 

 His parents, Homer and Fannie Watson encour-

aged their children to learn and to be well educated. They 

were however unable to provide financial assistance to their 

son when he was ready to attend college. Young Bernard 

Watson was determined to attend college and to further his 

education. For two years after graduating from Roosevelt he 

worked 60 to 70 hours each week in the local steel mill 

while being a student at Gary College (which later became 

Indiana University Northwest campus). 

 Dr. Watson went on to pursue full-time studies at 

Indiana University in Bloomington, where he earned his 

Bachelor of Science degree and later a master of Science 

degree from the University of Illinois. 

 He returned to Gary and his alma mater Roosevelt 

High School as a teacher, counselor, principal of the junior 

high, and assistant principal of the high school. 

 Still thirsting for knowledge, Bernard C. Watson 

enrolled in the University of Chicago where he earned his 

doctoral degree (Ph.D.) He has also completed post doctor-

al work at Harvard University. 

 Dr. Watson moved to Philadelphia, PA, where he 

was Deputy Superintendent for Planning of the public school 

system. He was later named Vice President for Academic 

Administration at Temple University. Dr. Watson left Tem-

ple University to become the President of the William Penn 

Foundation from which he retired after 12-1/2 years. 

 Although Dr. Watson has retired from academia, 

he continues to be an active member of many corporate 

and non-profit organizations. 
APPLICATION DEADLINE 

MARCH 17, 2017—2:00 P.M. 



 The Bernard C. Watson Scholarship Fund 

was established by Dr. Bernard C. Watson, a 

native of Gary, Indiana, in order to assist gradu-

ates of the Gary Public Schools in meeting the 

costs of their college education. 

 Scholarships are awarded in amounts 

varying from $500 to $5,000 per year depend-

ing on the student’s financial need. 

 A committee of the Urban League of 

Northwest Indiana selects the scholarship recipi-

ents on the basis of the criteria established by 

Dr. Bernard C. Watson. 

 Dr. Watson is the noted author of Col-

ored, Negro, Black: Chasing the American 

Dream, an autobiography of Dr. Bernard C. 

Watson’s career.  

“Knowledge will forever govern ignorance and 

a people who mean to be their own governors 

must arm themselves with the power that 

knowledge gives”     - James Madison 

 

“For life, not for school, we learn.” 

-Roosevelt High School Motto 

Applicants for the Dr. Bernard C. Watson 

Scholarship must meet the following criteria: 

 Must be a current-year graduate of a 

Gary, Indiana High School 

 Must have a letter of acceptance for the 

next school year from an accredited col-

lege or university 

 Must have a minimum cumulative grade 

point average of “B” as defined as a 3.0 

on a 4.0 grading scale for the applicants’ 

entire high school career 

 Must have participated in extracurricular, 

community and volunteer activities while 

in high school 

 Must be able to prove financial need 

Special consideration will be given to stu-

dents considering pursuing careers in  

education. 

To apply for consideration for the Dr. Bernard C. 

Watson Scholarship, the applicant must complete 

and submit the following documentation: 

1. The Urban League General Scholarship      

Application form. 

2. An official transcript of grades from a Gary, 

Community School Corporation high school. 

3. An essay not to exceed 500 words, that de-

scribes you, your life experiences, aspirations, 

and why the Dr. Bernard C. Watson Scholar-

ship is needed to achieve your goals. 

4. A one-page résumé that details your skills, 

experiences and interests. It should also high-

light your affiliations, community service, and 

any honors and awards you have received. 

5. Two brief letters of recommendation: a) one 

from an adult who can attest to your person-

al character, community service and volunteer 

activities; and b) one from a high school fac-

ulty member. 

Dr. Bernard C. Watson 

Scholarship 
Eligibility Requirements To Apply 

APPLICATION DEADLINE 

MARCH 17, 2017—2:00 P.M. 


